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Who We Are

Information & Communications Technology (ICT) companies, civil society

organizations (including human rights and press freedom groups), investors and
academics are members and actively involved in the Global Network Initiative (GNI). Our
members include Google; Microsoft; Yahoo!; Center for Democracy and Technology;
Committee to Protect Journalists; Electronic Frontier Foundation; Human Rights First;
Human Rights in China; Human Rights Watch; Index on Censorship; Calvert Group;
Domini Social Investments; F&C Asset Management; Folksam; the Berkman Center for
Internet and Society at Harvard and Center for Studies on Freedom of Expression and

Access toInformation-CELE- at Palermo University, Argentina.

Why It Matters

The central role of the Internet to the economic, social and political lives of people

around the world has increased government attention to Internet governance and

policy. States face challenges in relation to law enforcement, national security, and child
protection alongside the protection of human rights in the digital age. And the provision of
many of those networks and services by private industry means that the role of companies is
under the spotlight.

The decisions made by companies in the ICT sector can affect millions of people, every
day. Examples of these include where companies store data, to whom they sell or license
technology, and how they respond to the requests from governments to either access
individuals’ data or to censor or limit access to information. These and other decisions
directly affect the capacity of governments in online law enforcement, in addition to
impacting the privacy and freedom of expression of millions of Internet and mobile users
worldwide.

In the face of such complex problems, the Global Network Initiative was founded with the goal
of protecting and advancing the rights to privacy and freedom of expression. The GNI helps
ICT companies navigate these complexities and obligations by providing them with

expert guidance, shared learning, and policy engagement while ensuring accountability and

transparency in the interest of global citizens.




What We Do
GNI does four key things:

1. It provides a framework rooted in international standards to help companies -

» respect and protect the freedom of expression and privacy rights of users in
responding to government demands, laws and regulations

include in their decision making and culture responsible policies and proce-
dures that integrate free expression and privacy with other goals

* communicate policies and practices with users.

2. It has accountability at its core -

* member companies commit to an independent assessment process focused on

how they are implementing the GNI’s principles within their organization
» the assessment process is designed to generate trust among stakeholders and
public credibility.
3. It provides an opportunity for policy engagement -

* engaging governments and international institutions to promote the rule of law and
the adoption of laws, policies and practices that protect, respect and fulfill freedom
of expression and privacy obligations

identifying constructive ways to integrate respect for
free expression and privacy into other policy goals
and solutions.
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The Benefits of GNI Membership

+ Build global public trust in your brand by demonstrating you care about users’ rights

around the world

» Manage company risk exposure and improve decision-making through GNI principles,
guidelines, and the accountability process

» Engage in public policy as part of a diverse coalition

» Benefit from a unique opportunity to work through complex issues and learn in a safe
space, gaining insight from other companies, civil society, investors and academic
participants

» Demonstrate leadership in a critical area of social policy

* Influence a global standard for corporate responsibility in the ICT sector.

To Find Out More

www.globalnetworkinitiative.org

email: info@globalnetworkinitiative.org
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